
COLD FRAME AUTOMATIC OPENER INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Assemble the Cold Frame completely, so it looks like the picture ....this will make it much easier to 

install the Automatic Opener - so that you can drill or pierce the holes in the plastic at the right spots.  

The top lid(s) should be in place, but only fasten one side with the green plastic locks.    Fold back the 

other one of the two top lids, on the side which will be getting the most sun. That is where you'll want 

to mount the Automatic Opener. 

 

Then, take the Automatic Opener out of its box and squeeze together the "jaws" at one end of the 

opener, so you can remove the mounting plate off the jaws. I think that this plate is mounted "wrong 

way round" for packaging in the box.  When you install it on the inside of the vertical front panel, the 

holes to accept the "jaws" will need to be uppermost. 

Assemble the black cylinder into its threaded collar about midway, so as to allow for temperature 

adjustments in either direction in the future. 

 

 

Next, the mounting plate that came off the "jaws" should be placed against the inside of the front 

panel (as seen in the picture) exactly in the center, with its top about 2" down from the aluminum 

channel that runs across the top of the front panel. Keep the holes that accept the "jaws" uppermost. 

  Holding the plate in place, drill the holes through the plastic or make pilot holes with a sharp spike or 

awl.    Make the holes just sufficient to accept the fixing nuts and bolts provided. 

Then take the nuts and bolts and fix the mounting plate firmly. 

 

 Now take the automatic opener and put it in a sink of hot water for a few minutes. This will enlarge it 

to its fully open position, making it easy to handle for the next step . 

 

Lift up the top lid and Re-install the "jaws" onto the plate you've mounted. Take the other end of the 

fully opened Automatic Opener and hold it against the inside of the top lid.  Then - with a spike or awl 



- mark the exact spots where you will want to drill the holes to fasten the top plate of the opener onto 

the inside of the top lid.  This position should be exactly in line with the center where you fixed the 

"jaws" holding plate.      And it should be a few inches back from the front of the top lid .....I usually do 

4" or 5" ..that's not crucial. 

 

Next take the "jaws" end of the Automatic Opener out of its mounting plate, so it's hanging loose.  

Then fasten the plate at the other end onto the inside of the top lid. If it's more convenient, remove 

the top lid, so as to do this. 

 

Finally, put the top lid back in position on the cold frame - and squeeze the "jaws" together to re-

engage them with the plate that's on the front panel.    If the air temperature is still warm and you've 

worked quickly, the automatic opener will still be opened wide enough to you to do this final step 

with the top raised open  If not, just gently force the Automatic opener apart enough to pop the 

"jaws" into the plate ...then withdraw your fingers and allow the opener to close itself. 

By screwing the black cylinder in or out of the threaded collar that holds it, you can adjust the 

temperature at which your opener will open and close. 

 

On a warm day, the opener will raise the lid as much as 12" or 15", allowing for plenty of ventilation.  

When you want to water the cold frame and the top is closed, just hold down the side panel of the 

frame with one hand and gently raise the top lid with the other .....then reach inside the frame and 

squeeze the "jaws" to disengage the Automatic Opener.   Lift off the top lid with the opener attached 

and water the inside of the frame with a watering can or sprinkler hose. 

 


